
 

Connect with the City 
 

Facebook Pages: 

 City of Berkley – 

Government & 

Community Services 

 Berkley Public Library 

 Berkley Parks & 

Recreation 

 Berkley CruiseFest 

 Behind the Badge 
 

Twitter : @cityofberkley 
 

Berkley Online 

 www.berkleymich.org 

 www.berkleymich.org/cal

endar.shtm 

 
Upcoming City Council 

Meetings 
 

 March 6 

 March 20 

 

Upcoming Planning 

Commission Meetings 
 

 March 28 

 

Upcoming Zoning Board of 

Appeals (ZBA) Meetings 
 

 March 13 *Canceled* 

 

City Council Meetings begin at 7 

PM. Planning Commission 

meetings and ZBA Meetings 

begin at 7:30 PM. City Council, 

Planning Commission and ZBA 

meetings are held at the Berkley 

City Hall. 
 

You can watch the meetings live 

on the city's website or on 

cable. (WOW-ch.10, Xfinity-

ch.17).  
 

A taped version of the Council 

and Planning meetings are 

available on the City's YouTube 

channel 3-4 days after the 

meeting. 
 

*ZBA meetings are not 

televised or recorded* 

Message From the Mayor 

  

This year, March begins with 

Ash Wednesday which ushers in 

the wonderful Berkley tradition 

of the ‘Friday Lenten fish fry’ at 

the American Legion on Twelve 

Mile road. Supporting our 

veterans is not its only value: 

the food is marvelous and it is 

an opportunity to mingle with 

neighbors and friends. Many residents elect 

to pick-up their fish fry order and enjoy it 

with their family at home. I have been a 

customer for 36 years and appreciate this 

Lenten tradition. 

The Citizens Advisory Committee is diligently 

studying every aspect of the city’s 

infrastructure issues before them. As always, 

the financial implications tend to be the most 

challenging. Preliminary comments on this 

committee depict them as “dedicated” 

“studious” “collegial” and “asking insightful 

questions.” We can’t ask for much more! We 

are grateful for the diligence they bring to the 

task. Their plan is to have recommendations 

available for the Council meeting of March 
20th if possible. 

The Berkley CruiseFest committee is already 

in full swing, paying careful attention to 

every detail of this August event to ensure a 

wonderful experience for spectators and 

vintage car owners. The Woodward Dream 

Cruise Committee that manages the entire 

Dream Cruise on Woodward Avenue recently 

elected our director of Parks and Recreation, 

Theresa McArelton, as its Vice President. Her 

leadership skills will be a valuable asset to 
that committee. 

The 2017-18 city budget is already taking 

shape. The finance department is engaged 

with all our department directors working on 

their respective needs. It is a lengthy and 

tedious process that finally results in a 

document which will come before council in 

May. 

 

Library 

Friends of 

Berkley 

Public Library Fundraiser 

Join the Friends of the 

Berkley Public Library for a 

fundraiser at 

Patrick J's on 

Wednesday, 

March 22 from 5 

pm to 9 pm. 20% of your 

total bill (food and drink) 

will be donated to the 

Friends from Patrick J's. 

This is a fun and easy way 

to show your support for 

the Friends and a Berkley 

business. Patrick J's is 

located at 3052 12 Mile 

Road in downtown 

Berkley. 
 

Adults 

 

Animal Communication 

101 with Leslie Cirinesi 

Wednesday, 

March 8 at 

6:30PM 

Have you ever 

wondered what 

your pet was thinking? Do 

you wonder if they are 

feeling okay or if they are 

hurt? Do you wish you 

could connect with your 

pets after they cross over 

the Rainbow Bridge? Leslie 

Cirinesi is an Animal 

Communicator who can 

have conversations with 

any animal either living or 

in spirit. Come join us to 

listen to Leslie give a 

presentation on what 

Animal Communication is, 

how it works, how she 

started down this path, 

and what it is like to be an 

Animal Communicator. To 

register, visit 

https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyCruisefest/?ref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/behindthebadge
http://www.berkleymich.org/


Hours of Operation 
 

City Hall offices are open M-F 

from 8:30 AM to 5 PM; closed 

from 1-2 PM  

 

The Department of Public Works 

office is open M-F from 7:30 AM 

to 3:30 PM 

12 Mile Sidewalk & 

Street Light 

Replacement Project 

Update 

This is a follow up to the 

October 25, 2016 

announcement regarding the 

City of Berkley’s proposed 

sidewalk replacement project on 

12 Mile Road from Greenfield to 
Tyler. 

Recently, the Road Commission 

for Oakland County (RCOC) 

informed city officials that 

Berkley will receive federal road 

funding in 2020. The funds 

would be used to resurface 12 

Mile Road from Greenfield to 

Coolidge and upgrade sidewalk 

ramps for ADA compliance and 

the RCOC will handle all aspects 

of the project, from inception to 

completion, tentatively schedule 

to begin in 2020. 

To avoid any unnecessary 

duplication of work and 

expense, the City of Berkley will 

postpone its sidewalk 

replacement until the RCOC 

completes the resurfacing and 

sidewalk ramp upgrades. In the 

interim, the city will continue to 

work with DTE on the street 
light replacement process. 

Property and business owners 

along 12 Mile between 

Greenfield and Coolidge will be 

notified as developments occur. 

Project updates will also be 
posted on the city’s website. 

Daylight Saving Time causes us to “spring 

forward” on March 12th while “the Ides of 

March” occur on March 15th. The Vernal 

Equinox occurs in Berkley on Monday March 

20th at 6:29am and thus begins springtime, 
according to the calendar at least! 

The Berkley library continues to provide a 

wide array of interesting programs for adults 

and children. On Thursday, March 23rd at 

6:30 pm, we welcome Jack Lessenberry, 

senior news analyst for Michigan Public 

Radio, to discuss the current Michigan 

political landscape, how it developed, and 

what might be predicted for the near future. 

The response thus far has been so great that 

the event had to be moved to the Methodist 

Church at Twelve Mile and Kipling. 

34 million or so Americans claim Irish 

heritage – 8 times the population of Ireland. 

March 17th is St Patrick’s Day; some call it St 

Paddy’s Day but those who call it St Patti’s 

Day fail to realize that the saint was male! 

The fabled “Irish corned beef and cabbage,” 

of course, is not Irish but rather Jewish. It 

seems the New York Irish in the 1800’s 

adopted it because of its similarity to salt 

pork which was a staple in Ireland at the 

time. Over time it became associated with 

Irish celebrations in the United States. At the 

inauguration luncheon for President Abraham 

Lincoln on March 4th 1861, corned beef and 

cabbage was served. Interestingly, one would 
never see it on a menu in Ireland. 

So from Lenten fasting to wonderful feasting, 

March has both covered. The ancient 

philosophers would advise: ‘all things in 

moderation.’ Therefore, if you celebrate, do 

so safely. La fheile Padraig shona daoibh; 

Happy St Patricks Day to you all. 

 
 
 

Public Works 
 

Garbage and recycling pickup for the month 

of March will occur on regularly scheduled 

days (no changes). 

 

Any bagged yard waste must be taken 

directly to SOCRRA at 995 Coolidge, in Troy. 

Pickup of yard bags or labeled  

cans will start the first full week of April (50 

lb. limit per bag/can). 2017 Yard Waste 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 

call 248-658-3440. 

 

Planet D Nonet KC 

Swing Workshop 

Concert at Berkley First 

United Methodist Church 

(2820 12 Mile Road in 

Berkley) 

Monday, March 20 

at 6:30PM 

This concert is in 

cooperation with the 

library and Berkley First 

and is supported by the 

Knight Foundation. It is a 

workshop concert, where 

Planet D Nonet will 

rehearse with two students 

and then perform a 

concert. Another aspect is 

that this concert is also a 

warm-up for their annual 

spring event: The Kings of 

Kansas City Swing: Bennie 

Moten & Count Basie, Live 

at the Scarab Club. No 

registration is needed. 

Jack Lessenberry on 

Michigan Politics: How 

Did Things Get This 

Way? at Berkley First 

United Methodist Church 

(2820 12 Mile Road in 

Berkley) 

Thursday, March 23 at 

6:30PM 

Jack Lessenberry, senior 

news analyst for Michigan 

Public Radio, has covered 

(among other things) 

Michigan politics since the 

1970s. Join us for an 

engaging evening as he 

looks back at some of the 

titanic personalities and 

forces that have shaped 

our state, predicts what 

may happen in the near 

future, and offers some 

advice on how things could 

be improved. This program 

is funded in part by 

Michigan Humanities 

Council, an affiliate of the 
National Endowment for  



Berkley Historical 

Museum 

The Berkley Historical Museum 

has installed three new pictorial 

displays that will delight 

everyone who loves Berkley! 

The first display is “Berkley 

Then and Now”, which includes 

photos of 

what 

used to be 

on sites 

around our 

city along 

with photos of what is there 

now. You can decide if you like 

what was there or what is there 

better. 

The second display is 

“Remembering Twelve Mile”. It 

includes photos of stores that 

used to 

dominate 

our main 

shopping 

strip, 

including, Kresge's, 

Cunningham's, A & P and more. 

Next to the pictures are ads 

from newspapers from the 

1940s and 1950s. “Three candy 
bars for 12 Cents at Kresge's!” 

The third and largest display is 

called "Cruising Woodward". All 

of your favorite memories from 

the glory days of cruising up 

and down Woodward, from 

Ferndale to Bloomfield Hills. A 
real feast of nostalgia. 

The Berkley Historical Museum 

is located in Berkley's old Fire 

Hall at 3338 Cooldige Hwy. The 

Museum is open on Wednesdays 

from 10 AM - 1 PM and on 
Sundays from 2 PM - 4 PM. 

 

Collection information will be updated soon 

and posted on the city's website. 

 

SOCRRA will be making the transition from 

dual-stream recycling to single-stream 

recycling starting in the summer of 2017. 

More details to come on this exciting change 

that will make recycling easier for residents 

while increasing recycling rates. 

 

90 gallon trash toters (cans) can be 

purchased from the DPW for $60 each. These 

are wheeled cans with attached lids that are 

dumped mechanically by the city's refuse 

hauler. 

 

Any questions on the above, please call the 

Berkley DPW at 248-658-3490.  

 

We encourage all residents to sign up for 

Berkley email updates. In addition to 

receiving the monthly City newsletter, 

residents will be sent alerts related to water 

main breaks, road construction and snow 

removal. Homeowners can sign up online by 

visiting the city’s website. 

 

Parks & Recreation 
 

Special Events 

 

Community Meeting - Oxford/Merchants 

Park  

Recreation Advisory Board Meeting 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 at 7PM, Berkley 

Community Center 

Do not miss this opportunity to be heard! 

Berkley Parks & Recreation is submitting a 

grant application to Michigan Natural 

Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) in April of 

2017 for Oxford/Merchants Park. Community 

members are welcome to voice opinions on 

the park components that will be submitted 

for the grant application. The park 

elements/components being discussed are 

from an initial park plan developed by Landon 

Landscape in 2016, which can be found 

by visiting 

www.berkleymich.org/oxfordpark. For more 

info please contact Berkley Parks & 

Recreation (248)-658-3470. 

 

Senior Programs 
 

Chair Yoga at the Community 

Center 
 

Fridays at 1:30PM, begins 

March 10th (4 weeks) 

the Humanities. To 

register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

Cocktails and Coloring 

at Amici's  

Monday, March 27 from 7-

9PM 

Ages 21+ are welcome to 

join us for 

cocktails and 

coloring at Amici's 

Pizza in 

downtown 

Berkley. We will have 

coloring pages, colored 

pencils, and markers 

available. Feel free to 

bring your own. We'll also 

have drink specials! 

Registration required as 

there is limited space (Visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 

call 248-658-3440 to 

register). Amici's Pizza is 

located at 3249 Twelve 

Mile Rd, Berkley, MI 
48072. 

Origami Club at Berkley 

Library 

Monday, March 6 from 

5:30 -7:30PM 

If you're 

interested in 

origami or are a 

seasoned folder, 

stop by the 

library's origami club! This 

club provides an 

opportunity to learn and 

explore with like-minded 
individuals. 

Afternoon Book Club 

Tuesday, March 14 at 

12:30PM 

Our Souls at Night by Kent 
Haruf 

Berkley Reading Society  

Thursday, March 16 at 

6:30PM 

Everything I Never Told 

You by Celeste Ng 



Cost: $24 for 4 weeks / $6 per class. 

The great thing with yoga is that 

it can be adapted to suit anyone's needs. The 

aim is to work with your body rather than 

against it. For those who can't get on the 

floor to do a traditional mat yoga class, chair 

yoga offers wonderful benefits; improved 

strength, improved flexibility, improved 

proprioception, reduced stress, mental 

clarity, socialization and pain management. 

 

March Lunch Trips 

 

Duggan’s Irish Pub: March 16th at 11AM 

New Parthenon Greektown: March 31st 

at 11AM 

Transportation: $6  

Lunch: Participant responsible for cost of 

lunch 

 

Call Berkley Parks & Recreation at (248) 658-

3470 for more info. 

 

Adult Programs 

 

Fitness Boot Camp- Ages 16 & Up 

Saturday, March 11th 5 weeks, 8-8:55AM  

Community Center  

Cost: $61 resident / $66 non-resident  

A great class for all fitness levels. This high 

intensity workout has a mix of strength 

training and aerobic fitness that will deliver 

total body results. This boot 

camp inspired workout will 

challenge you mentally and 

physically, using just your 

own body weight. There is a 

different workout every week 

to improve your overall fitness-strength, 

cardio, flexibility and endurance. Work hard 

and have fun! Please bring a water bottle, 

towel and yoga mat to class. Instructor: Bre 

Young. No class on April 1st or 15th 

 

Dog Obedience Classes 

Advanced, Introduction, Puppy and Therapy 

Dog obedience classes begin in March! Call 

Berkley Parks & Recreation at (248) 658-

3470 for more information and to register. 

 

Youth Programs 

 

St. Patrick’s Day Parent’s Night Out 

Friday, March 17th 6-9PM - 

Community Center 

Cost: $15 resident / $20 non-

resident 

Jump-A-Rama will be here with a  

Youth 
 

Family Craft Night 

Tuesday, March 14 

at 6:30PM 

Make a cute 

butterfly magnet 

to hang on your fridge just 

in time  for spring! To 

register, visit  
http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 

call 248-658-3440. 

Family Movie: Moana 

Saturday, March 18 at 

11AM  

Join us for a showing of 

the newest Disney movie 

about a spirited teenager 

who sails out on a daring 

mission to prove herself a 

master wayfinder and 

fulfill her ancestors' 

unfinished quest. During 

her journey, Moana meets 

the once-mighty demi-god 

Maui, and together, they 

traverse the open ocean 

on an action-packed 

voyage, encountering 

enormous fiery creatures 

and impossible odds. 

Popcorn will be provided. 

Moana is rated PG. 

Registration is not required  

Family Game Night 

Wednesday March 22 from 

6-8PM 

Stop by with the whole 

family or some friends and 

have some fun playing a 

variety of board and card 

games. Registration is not 
required. 

Family Story Time  

Thursday, March 30 

at 6:30PM 

Come enjoy a storytime 

featuring this year's 

Michigan Reads 

book, "Bubble Gum Bubble 

Gum" by Lisa Wheeler. 

Stories and activities will 

target ages 2-6, but 

children of any age and 
their grown-ups and  



bouncer, St. Patrick’s Day craft,  

pizza, a movie, and an obstacle course! 

Register early to avoid the late fee. 

 

Kiddie Soccer Saturdays- Ages 4-6 

Saturday, March 11th 4 weeks, 2-

3PM – Community Center  

Cost: $49 resident / $54 non-

resident  

A basic introduction to soccer. Kids 

will learn various kicks, trapping, 

passing, shooting, positions and rules while 

working toward in-class scrimmages. 

Emphasis is on participation and effort to 

make this a positive learning experience. 

Balls provided or bring your own. Bring a 

water bottle and wear gym shoes. Child must 

be 4 yrs. old by the first day of class. No new 

registrations after week 1. Instructor: Leisure 

Unlimited LLC. 

 

Sports Starters - Ages 3-5 

Monday, March 13th 5 weeks, 12:45-1:30PM 

– Community Center  

Cost: $55 resident / $60 non-resident  

Toddlers will love this first introduction to 

sports such as soccer, football, volleyball, 

tee-ball, basketball, hockey, kickball and 

more! Youngsters will learn sport 

fundamentals such as throwing, catching, 

kicking and running with easy-to-understand 

instructions and silly games. We want your 

child to have a positive and fun learning 

experience. Wear tennis shoes and bring a 

water bottle. Kids must be three by the first 

day of class. Instructor: Leisure Unlimited 

LLC. No Class April 3. 

 

Ice Arena 

 

Indoor Track at the Ice Arena 

Mon-Fri 9AM – 11:30AM 

Free to use! Utilize the Berkley 

Ice Arena to walk/jog on the 

indoor track away from the cold 

weather temps! 

 

Teen Center 

Mon-Fri 3:15PM-6PM  

FREE and open to students who live in 

Berkley and attend the Berkley School 

District. 

*Parent Permission required. Forms available 

in Parks & Recreation Office 

siblings are welcome. To 

register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

Lapsit StoryTime 

Mondays at 10:30AM 

March 13, 20, 27 / April 3, 

10, 17, 24 - This storytime 

is for those from 6 months 

to 18 months, with a 

parent, grandparent, or 

caregiver for 20 minutes of 

stories and fingerplays and 

20 minutes of playtime. No 
registration needed. 

Preschool StoryTime 

Tuesdays at 10:30AM 

March 14, 21, 28 / April 4, 

11, 18, 25 - This storytime 

includes 30 minutes of 

stories, activities, and a 

craft for children ages 3-6 

who are able to participate 

without their adult in the 

room. Parents and others 

are asked to remain in the 

library during the 

program. No registration 

needed. 

 

Parent-Toddler 

StoryTime 

Thursdays at 10:30AM 

March 16, 23, 30 / April 6, 

13, 20, 27 - This storytime 

is for ages 18 months to 3 

years, with a parent, 

grandparent, or caregiver 

for 30 minutes of stories, 

activities, and a craft. No 

registration needed. 

 

Library Hours: 

 Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 

8 PM 

 Fri: 10 AM - 6 PM 

 Sat: 10 AM - 3 PM 

 Sun: Closed 
For more information, call 
248-658-3440, 
visit:  http://www.berkley.lib.
mi.us/index.shtml or find us 
on Facebook. 

 


